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8th Grade Science Syllabus

2016-2017
Welcome to 8th grade science! We are going to have a great year investigating how the 
world around us works through hands-on labs, computer simulations, teacher demos, 
group work and inquiry activities. 
The units we will be exploring this year are:  
· Earth Science: Astronomy, Weather & Climate
· Life Science: Genetics
· Physical Science: Chemistry, Energy, Force & Motion, Electricity, Waves
Materials:  Students will be required to have the following on a daily basis:

· Pencils
· Spiral Notebook- this is where MOST of your science work will be kept and will be used for quizzes!!
· Class handouts

It is recommended that students also have gluesticks, colored pencils, whiteboard markers & scissors, but if you are unable to provide these items, they will be available to borrow in the classroom.  
Grades:  Students will earn their grade through completion and quality of work in three different categories: 

10%
Homework: (one assignment per week due on WEDNESDAYS)
30%
Daily Classwork: Ins & Outs, notes, practice handouts, notebook quizzes, labs

60%
Assessments: projects, quizzes, district assessments, labs tests
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90-100%      = A




80-89 %       = B
Considered a passing grade at ACMS



70-79 %       = C




60-69 %       = D




below 60%   = F

*Extra Credit opportunities will occasionally will be offered throughout the year. I expect you to earn your desired grade through the required coursework and NOT rely on extra credit.
Late Work:   Per ACMS policy, if an assignment is turned in late, 20% will be deducted from the grade earned on that assignment.  The assignment must be turned in before the end of that unit of study to earn credit. 
Behavior Policy:  Students are expected to follow the ACMS behavioral expectations. If a student chooses to disregard a requests made by staff, the student will receive appropriate disciplinary consequences. 
Attendance:  Being present in class to learn and to experience science is extremely valuable. Labs cannot be made up if missed, but there might be an alternate assignment to do in its place if appropriate. In the case of an absence, it is the student’s responsibility to get the appropriate work and notes that were missed upon his or her return. Students can get the notes from another classmate or see us during CHAMPS (with a pass) or at lunch to record their own copy or receive additional instruction. Missed handouts and assignments can be picked up from the designated folders in the classroom.
Your Teachers: Your science class will be a little different this year as you will have two science teachers, each instructing 2 or 3 days a week. During the first semester Mr. Ortega will be instructing on Mondays and Tuesdays, while Mrs. Ruis will be here on Thursdays and Fridays. We will alternate Wednesdays. This will change during the second semester, where Mrs. Ruis will be teaching during the beginning of the week and Mr. Ortega during the end of the week. We can be reached in our classroom at (303) 853-5472 or via email at Blruis@adams14.org and Maortega.org if you have any questions or concerns throughout the year.
We are looking forward to an exciting year of thinking scientifically and exploring our world with you!!

Thank you,

Mrs. Ruis and Mr. Ortega
Parents/Guardians- Please fill out the following information and return this document with your student.

Student Name__________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name ___________________________________________________________


Contact Information:


Phone Number _____________________________________


Email Address ______________________________________

I want to be contacted when ________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

What should I know about your child that will enable me to help them be successful this year? 
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